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Abbotsford is a community that truly values seniors
November 2014, Abbotsford elected Henry Braun  
as the mayor and champion for the city of Abbotsford. 
He is a strategic thinker and exemplifies this as mayor 
with a strategic plan focusing on Abbotsford as the 
Hub of the Fraser Valley composed of four integral 
cornerstones—a vibrant economy, fiscal discipline, 
organizational alignment and complete community. 
His family is his inspiration for making sure Abbotsford 
remains a wonderful place in which to grow up
and grow old, well into the future! 

“With an aging population, the need in our community 
for seniors housing and care options is vital. Tabor Village 
is a leader in aged care and housing and they continue to 
meet the diverse needs of older adults, in a welcoming 
environment. With their strong vision and innovative 

approach, they have ensured that Abbotsford 
is a community that truly values seniors.”  
Mayor Henry Braun, Abbotsford BC.
Did you know that more than 10,000 seniors live  
within the relatively small area of Abbotsford where 
Tabor Village is located? These numbers are increasing 
daily as the needs of our aging baby boomers continue to 
change. Tabor Village strives to serve the community and 
be active in meeting its current and future demands for 
quality senior’s care.

Mayor Henry Braun 
Abbotsford, BC
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Lorraine Dick
A Volunteer with Many Gifts
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Lorraine is no stranger at Tabor Home. She 
has served at Tabor since 2014 as an Associate 
Chaplain. Lorraine also works with residents 
leading sessions of Java Music and working one 
to one. Residents love her warm smile, kind 
words of encouragement and care from the 
heart. Lorraine’s vocation has included work in 
missions and pastoral assignments in Waterloo, 
Ontario, South Langley, Lendrum, Alberta and 
Brazil. She currently serves at Clearbrook MB 
Church as Care Ministry Associate working with 
seniors and leading seminars and devotionals. 
Lorraine says, “I like being with the people at 
Tabor. I like visiting with them, listening to their 
stories and being there for them. I am grateful  

to God for the many opportunities of being 
part of the residents’ lives and making life  
just a little easier along the way.”
In April, Lorraine will be taking the Abbotsford 
Hospice Society volunteer training to prepare  
for the role of assisting residents and families  
on the final steps of the life journey.
Lorraine is a gift to the community at Tabor, 
and as she gives of her time and gifts she is  
also grateful for the blessings she receives.

Written by  
Chaplain Ray Harris 
—March 2018

Care for the Aging College Observations 
We came to volunteer at Tabor Village as  
Columbia Bible College students needing 
to complete a Cultural Anthropology 
assignment. We have observed for our 
assignment that Tabor Village is a special 
place that truly offers care from the 
heart. Tabor Home has been a fulfilling 
and expectantly joyful experience for 
both of us as we have come to care and 
love the seniors that live there.  We have 
had the opportunity to interact with the 

residents through games, joining musical therapy sessions, 
and engaging in casual conversations together. Some of our 
favorite moments have been sitting and listening to whatever 
the residents have on their mind that day. With dimension, 
we are learning that conversation content is not always what 
is important but more the joy that they find in connecting 
with others is an unescapable value—in these moments we 
have felt incredibly purposeful.  We are thankful for these 
new friendships that we have made with the residents, other 
volunteers and staff. This has been an incredible experience for 
both of us and we know it will impact our lives for the future.
Jess Toews and Kristin Heuer 
CBC Students—Tabor Village Volunteers

Become a Prayer Partner for Tabor Village
PRAYBill Dyck is an active, vibrant,  

engaged octogenarian. He is on the 
Tabor Board of Directors, he is a 
speaker, a counsellor and mentor, a 
father and grandfather, and he is a 
person of prayer. About a year ago Bill 
saw the urgent and ongoing need for a 
prayer ministry at Tabor. He began by 
praying about this, then suggesting to 
the Board that he start work towards 
enlisting “a minimum of 444 prayer 
partners to pray regularly” for  
Tabor Village. 
Bill quotes Psalm 127:1  
“Except the LORD build the house, 
its builders labor in vain that build it. 
Unless the LORD watches over a city, 
the watchers stand guard in vain.”

Bill and Chaplain Ray Harris continue 
to recruit prayer partners to pray 
personally about the opportunities 
and challenges facing Tabor in the care 
for seniors and their families. A prayer 
brochure will remind you to pray for 
the Tabor Board of Directors and staff, 
to pray that God will give Tabor the 
favor and support of churches and 
government, and that God will bless 
and enrich the work of Tabor.
Prayer is partnering with the God  
of this universe to see amazing things 
happen. You can become part of  
this exciting venture.
Written by Chaplain Ray Harris 
—March 2018

Aged care is an inspirational 
space in which to work,  
it is a calling. Each member of 
the Tabor family are leaders in 
this caring community, because 
of the lives impacted, the life 
stories that are written telling 
how through valuing age,  
the world is a better place. 
The aging journey narrative 
transcends any culture, 
geography, race, religion, 
politics, or age care community. 
In expressing gratitude to 
all employees, they lead 
by example and support 
the elderly to rewrite their 
story because they, like the 
grandparents of our community 
have families that have been 
dramatically impacted by the 
way we house and  
provide individualized 
customer focused care.  

Often in aged care we  
only get a chance to know  
a sliver of the lives seniors  
have lived. They were  
domestic workers and farm 
workers. They worked in 
churches and they worked 
in restaurants and they were 
teachers, flight attendants, 
developers, doctors, and 
nurses. They were captains 
of their industry in politics 
and business. They were 
professional athletes and  
they were soldiers in the 
military. They served us in 
their life, now they are our 
responsibility to provide  
them housing and care.
Dan Levitt, Executive Director



Making Lives Matter with Therapeutic Gardens
Gardening has many therapeutic 
benefits for everyone and in particular 
for the residents at Tabor Home. 
The residents have physical, mental, 
and age-related conditions that may 
prevent them from other activities, but 
gardening is a therapeutic activity that 
brings to life the body, mind and spirit.
The Tabor Home gardens have brought 
new growth and new life to the residents 
as they connect with the plants, soil and 
elements. All this could not be possible 
without Len Neufeld our Board member 
from Clearbrook MB Church. He has 
inspired others to come alongside to 
ensure that the gardens are planned, 
organized, cleaned, and revitalized  
every year, transforming it into  
a place for the residents to enjoy. 

Residents are contributing to the 
home by maintaining the flowers and 
vegetables, which gives them a sense 
of responsibility and accomplishment. 
Being able to step out into the garden 
gives the residents a sense of peace, 
freedom, and ownership of their space/
home as well as it is one of the best 
ways to relax. Families are also involved 
in the gardening program with their 
loved ones which allows a time to 
interact and connect in meaningful ways. 
A gardens warm, friendly, and nurturing 
environment enriches everyone’s health 
and quality of life at Tabor Home and  
we are so thankful for Len and others 
who make that possible. 
Written by Vanessa Aparicio  
Recreation Coordinator 

David Kujawa and his lovely wife  
Beverly are somewhat new to Tabor 
Village, but it’s already home. Dave 
became a member of the inaugural 
teaching class from Simon Fraser 
University, and upon completing his own 
education, he went on to positively shape 
the minds of countless British Columbian 
youths. His education career spanned 31 
years across Capilano and Port Coquitlam 
High School. The latter institution would 
actually be renamed after one of his 
students, a determined and courageous 
fellow by the name of Terry Fox.
Terry mentioned to David that he was 
going to run across Canada to raise 
money and awareness for cancer 
treatment and research. The Marathon  
of Hope, as the trek would be known, 
was internationally recognized and is still 
a symbol of perseverance to this day. The 
strong, determined persona of Terry Fox 
we’re all familiar with was the same one 
Dave knew in his classroom. He followed 
the adventure as it unfolded on TV, up to 

its tragic conclusion, proud of what his 
former pupil was able to accomplish. 
David’s life is also a legacy worthy  
of note because of the contributions  
he made by being a positive role model 
and one of the many who humbly guided 
and inspired others so that we would all 
enjoy a brighter future. David Kujawa 
would ultimately be diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s disease, which made the 
decision for him and Beverly to move to 
Abbotsford 16 years ago to be closer to 
family. He is content with his legacy and 
remains positive in spite of his condition, 
but misses his ability to soar the skies  
in the cockpit of an airplane.
“My wings have been clipped by  
this disease,” he says, but his cheerful 
disposition and contagious love of life 
are still apparent through it all. He credits 
his peace to his faith in God, his fantastic 
wife, children and grandchildren, as well 
as his many lifelong friends who still  
drop by for visits.

What makes this story so powerful  
and meaningful is that David and  
Beverly are quality people, and deserve 
quality care after giving so much to 
those around them and the community 
at large. Directly or indirectly, theirs is 
an impact felt by many, and we all need 
a place to go that’s safe and respectful 
when our role becomes one of greater 
dependency after a life of selflessness.  
Our responsibility now is to invest in 
those who have already invested in us.
Written by Andew Dueck, 2018 
 
David and Beverly Kujawa 
Tabor Home, 2018 

Family Focus: David and Beverly Kujawa 
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Sharing from  
the Heart 
My name is Manpreet  
and I am currently in Grade 12  
at Rick Hansen Secondary School.
Volunteering at Tabor Home has  
truly been a life-changing experience 
for me with every visit holding price-
less moments and memories. The 
inspiring life stories of the residents 
have not only motivated me to stay 
consistent, but have also helped me 
form a new outlook on life.
Through the eyes of the residents,  
I have learned to become more 
optimistic, unselfish, and dedicated. 
Spending more one on one time with 
the residents has enabled me to build
meaningful relationships, making  
it an incredible experience that I will 
never forget. The residents at Tabor 
Home have become my second family, 
and I value every moment that  
I spend with them.
Manpreet Sandhu 
Grade 12 Volunteer



As Tabor Village takes bold steps 
to replace the existing Tabor 
Home complex care facility on the 
Abbotsford campus, an innovative 
new model for residential living  
and care is being envisioned. In 
this new living design, called the 
‘household model’ very little will 
be identifiable as a ‘hospital-like’ 
care facility-no long hallways, no 
cafeteria-style dining rooms, and 
no large impersonal spaces where 
seniors are too often left alone, 
waiting for whatever is next on  
a typically regimented daily 
schedule. Active engagement   
and participation in daily routines 
have a profound positive effect  
on emotional well being.

The household model (seen here 
in the illustrated floorplan) where 
seniors share a common living area 
also encourages longer and more 
frequent visitations from family 
and friends, who are likely to be far 
more comfortable in a living room, 
den or family dining room setting 
rather than visiting in a small 
bedroom or in a large public space 
that’s not conducive to meaningful 
family interactions. Each floor will 
also have its own kitchen area, 
laundry and activity area. Each 
resident room will be between 230-
235 square feet and include a bed, 
bed-side table, closet and ensuite 
bathroom creating a feeling of 
home, family and community.

Transforming Tabor Village  
is re-inventing how seniors in 
residential care experience and 
expect care and housing. With 
a new complex care building 
to address the needs and 
expectations of seniors in the 
community, Tabor will continue  
to provide the highest level of  
care to not just the seniors, but 
their families as well. This is 
being done through creating an 
atmosphere and family space that 
is transforming Tabor Village and 
to the seniors and their families,  
it will feel just like home!
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When we envisioned the future Tabor Village, the reinvented complex care house 
will transform the way people experience the dementia journey through three 
factors: environmental design, how programs  and services are delivered and how 
technology is applied to realize this bold and courage vision.

—Dan Levitt, Executive Director

Concept Illustration: Final design may vary

Complex Care: 
Home is about Family




