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There are now more people in 
Canada age 65 and over than 
there are under the age of 15.  
A shift in resources is needed 
to respond to the rising tide of 
demand for aged care services.

Our first priority in transforming 
Tabor Village is replacing the 
Tabor Home complex care 
building that opened in 1960.  
This aging facility, which cannot 
be renovated and is increasingly 
expensive to operate, no longer 
provides the spaces that 21st 
century seniors now expect, 
require and deserve. 

It will be replaced with  
a new, innovative complex  
care residence that will  
incorporate new approaches 
to complex care that address 
the increasing needs and 
expectations of seniors,  
while ensuring that continuity  
of the nearly 60-year tradition  
of ‘Care from the Heart’.

Transforming Tabor Village!
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 Sometimes prayer becomes a token gesture. We pray as we sit 
down to a meal or at the beginning of a meeting. We pray a 
quick prayer for an exam or some other stressful situation. 
Prayer is conversation. Good, healthy conversation takes time, it 
takes a posture of listening as well as speaking, and it is bathed 
in God’s word and promises.
Prayer is offered in the context of hope, patience and 
perseverance. Romans 12:12 tells us to ”Rejoice in our confident 
hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying.”
Keep on praying.
As Tabor Village ministers and serves our community of elderly 
residents, their families and our diverse staff, we need your prayer. 
Starting in the fall, we will be sharing our vision for ongoing, 
faithful, persistent prayer for Tabor. Look for a visit from Tabor 
at a supporting church near you in the coming months. Consider 
being a Tabor prayer partner, contact Ray Harris or Bill Dyck. 
Pray for ministry to seniors in your small groups and gatherings. 
 

Brian Stiller in his book, An Insider’s Guide to Praying for the 
World, observes, “As we age in our spiritual journey, we can 
easily fall into allowing our prayers to become rehearsed phrases. 
Pray that the Spirit will bring new life so that as we pray, we will 
exercise a dynamic of faith for God to meet particular needs.” 
By God’s grace, may our prayer lives be an “offering of dynamic, 
life-changing, and God intervening faith.” 
For more information please contact, Spiritual Care Coordinator 
Ray Harris rharris@taborvillage.org
Board member, Tabor Prayer Coordinator Bill Dyck  
bcdyck@shaw.ca
—Written by Ray Harris

“Dynamic, Life-changing Prayer”

Care from the Heart is what Tabor is all about, it’s the reason 
why Tabor Village exists. It talks about God’s love for us and how 
we, through God, provide compassionate, dignified, respectful 
care that truly values the individual. It is not just about the care  
we provide, it is about making an emotional connection with 
seniors. Fundamental to this belief is the value of a senior’s 
life. It gives seniors a reason to get out of bed in the morning. 
Everything at Tabor Village is based on love and compassion. 
Making the world a better place for others who cannot live 
independently any longer.  
Since 1960, Tabor Village has been fulfilling a very important role 
in our community.  This role in the community has expanded over 
time and now nearly 300 seniors call Tabor Village home, from 
independent living, assisted living, and residential care including 
memory care and palliative care.  
In the fall, Tabor Village will be launching a capital campaign to 
raise $11 million to replace the existing residential care bed stock, 
some of which is nearly sixty years old. The goal is to create a 
centre for living where 154 seniors will live in a new design model 
known as the household model. The new community will be in a 
six story residential building, where people will live together  
in a small house and make decisions together on how they 
want to spend their day—when they want to wake up, when 
they want to eat—they will no longer have to live in a large 
institution where life is regimented and often the schedule is 

determined by the needs of others. Future building phases will 
include the expansion of independent living and a community 
centre. The new Tabor Village will be a vibrant hub of activity for 
seniors and their families. It is a very exciting time to be a part of 
Tabor Village! 
We need as much support from our community as possible to 
make the dream become a reality. We can’t do it alone. Tabor 
Village was started with support from the Mennonite Brethren 
community. We need the church community to be a part of our 
future. We need their prayer, we need volunteers, we need 
people to want to work here, to want to live here and to want 
to donate here. We need the church community to be 100% 
behind us and we need the broader community supporting 
us. This support will help create the kind of community that we 
would want to live in, should we or someone we love need a 
place like Tabor Village to call home.  
We are passionate about Tabor Village for a simple reason. 
We need a place like Tabor Village, which fulfills a critically 
important role in society—to support those people who built this 
community, the people who were our doctors, nurses, lawyers, 
teachers, farmers, pastors, missionaries, and veterans. It is our 
responsibility to say thank you to them for getting us to the point 
we are at today, to serve them just as they have served us in the 
past, and to ensure that everyone who lives at Tabor Village 
has a dignified elder journey. 

Note from Executive Director Dan Levitt

PRAY



Family Focus: Ernie Schmidt
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Ernie Schmidt joined the community at 
Tabor Village in June of 2017. His wife, 
Carol, drops by daily and comments that 
“the staff are very good to us.” They love 
spending most of their time together  
in the tranquility of Tabor’s Therapeutic 
Garden. The pleasing scents, quiet 
atmosphere, and fresh air provide  
them with a greater sense of peace  
during visits.
Ernie met his future wife, Carol, through 
mutual friends. It was a long-distance 
relationship at first, but after dating for 
one and a half years they tied the knot.
He attended Vancouver Vocational School 
for diesel engineering, which would serve 
him well during his time with Western 
Pacific Products & Crude Oil Pipelines. 
His employment in Canada’s oil industry 
would see him and Carol living across 
the province. They eventually settled  
in Abbotsford, surrounded by their  
loving family.
Recreational travel was a passion of theirs. 
Journeying south for two months each 
year, as well as enjoying cruises, trips, and 
adventures together. Unfortunately, that 
was not to last forever, as Ernie’s health 
deteriorated to the point he needed 
additional assistance.

What makes his residency at Tabor all 
the more interesting is that Tabor Home 
today exists due to his own grandfather, 
Jacob Schmidt Sr., insisting upon its need 
back in the late ‘50s. After land had been 
purchased for a summer camp, Jacob 
felt that the needs of seniors were being 
neglected and joined with others with 
the same vision. This vision was brought 
to the church council, who agreed to 
support them and the project was 
officially underway.
Jacob’s sense of community and desire for 
everyone to come together to meet the 
ever-increasing seniors’ needs, ultimately 
provided a place for his grandson over 
half a century later. This was a man of 
vision who saw the need and created a 
plan for his generation and those to come. 
If not for the foresight of his grandfather, 
Ernie may not have had the opportunity 
to move into a caring quality home such 
as Tabor. That being said, what was once 
a beautiful new facility is now outdated, 
and a new building is needed to continue 
giving the excellent care that Tabor Home 
residents receive today.
Investing in the community is a selfless 
act. Nobody knows for sure who might 
need a caring hand along the way. It takes 
people who care and have the vision to 

make a difference to create a place to 
support families and their loved ones. 
The solid foundation of Tabor Home has 
blessed and cared for many generations 
in our community since 1960 and would 
like to continue to do so for years to 
come. Thank you for helping us transform 
the lives of seniors by offering innovative 
care and housing in the future.
—Written by Andrew Dueck

Volunteer Spotlight 
—Jae Gwak

A smiling face, a gracious offer to assist,  
a supportive presence, one of the most 
recent volunteers, Jae is a blessing to the 
Tabor community. Jae and his wife have  
been in Canada ten months as Jae is an 
Exchange Student from Gwang Ju, South 
Korea, studying business at University of 
Fraser Valley.
Jae begins his mornings by assisting Spiritual 
Care Coordinator Ray Harris in the morning 
prayers. Jae then continues through the 
morning to assist and enrich the lives of 
seniors in a variety of ways. Jae’s Canadian 
journey has been much more than studying 
and volunteering. His wife just gave birth to 
their first child, Ellie, on June 29. Also, over 
the past few months through conversations 
with friends and people who have invested 
in their lives, Jae has become a Christian. 
Through attending ALPHA and Central 
Heights church, Jae is now embarked on 
an exciting life journey as a new follower of 
Jesus, talk about a transformation!

When Jae was encouraged to read More Than 
a Carpenter and Evidence That Demands 
a Verdict by Josh McDowell, and also the 
gospel of John, his mind was opened and 
his spirit was drawn to Jesus. In his words,  
“I have to believe this!”
Jae felt convicted to get involved somewhere 
in service. Through Pastor Walter Wiens 
at Clearbrook MB Church, Jae contacted 
Tabor’s Volunteer Coordinator Andrea, 
and she connected him to Ray to continue 
mentoring him on his new spiritual journey. 
Jae loves volunteering. It shows in his face 
and his actions. He serves with kindness and 
respect from the heart. He will be in Canada 
for a few more months before returning to 
South Korea. God is actively transforming 
lives, and we are blessed that He brought 
Jae into this community.
—Written By Ray Harris 
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Bus Wrap
Exciting things are happening at Tabor Village! 
We have rebranded the community bus with the new logo, 
colours and pictures to reflect the five main building blocks 
of Tabor Village: Live, Work, Volunteer, Donate and Pray.  
The bus will be featuring the participating MB congregations 
and local business partners; McDonalds, Rexall Pharmacy, 
Globe Printers, Blackwood Building Supplies, Salius 
Rehab, CM Signs and Envision Financial, have supported 
Tabor Village and continue to do so.
Tabor Village is grateful for these senior-friendly businesses 
in the community that support and endorse senior’s needs. 
The City of Abbotsford has been designated a ‘Senior 
Friendly City’ by the Provincial Government, which could not 
have been accomplished without the businesses and church 
leaders and the municipal and community leadership.

New Website
Connect with us and learn more  

about the new building project at

taborvillage.org
The website features the new building model  

as well as the project updates,  
and personal stories from the heart.

South Abbotsford  
Young Adults Group:
This past year, the young adults leadership team’s goal was to 
find a place where we could begin to build long term relationships 
with a group of people who needed love. Our group expressed an 
interest in spending time with seniors and listening to their stories, 
so early this spring we connected with Tabor Village.
Our visits usually consist of spending time with the residents 
through games, conversation, walks, and other activities which are 
not very different than what we would do during a relaxing day 
with our friends and family.  
As we volunteer at Tabor Village, we are gaining a greater 
appreciation and respect for the seniors in our church and 
community. It has already ignited a passion in one of our young 
adults to work in senior’s care. He is currently working towards 
his nursing degree at UFV and this summer, he was hired as  
a summer student at Tabor Village. This opportunity has only come 
about because we started to volunteer as a group. I am excited 
to see how our time at Tabor Village might ignite similar passions  
in the rest of our young adults as well as other young people in 
the community.  
The important thing to remember is, we serve others because God 
calls us to do so. Tabor Village has given us the opportunity to 
serve and love a group of people that are sometimes forgotten. 
My hope is that as we keep our eyes on Jesus, we will continue to 
serve and love others by His example.  
— Written by Jordi Melzer  

Young Adults Leader of South Abbotsford Church

TABOR VILLAGE  
31944 Sunrise Crescent  

Abbotsford, BC, V2T 1N5
604.859.8715

LIVE WORK VOLUNTEER DONATE PRAY

Gurveer Sahota
Initially, I began volunteering at Tabor Village with the 
South Abbotsford Young Adults Group. We would visit 
Tabor Court once a month to participate in a games 
night with the residents. These visits and my time spent 
with the residents sparked my interest in working in a 
care facility and getting to know our senior community 
on a more meaningful level. Since I am currently 
pursuing a nursing degree from the University of the 
Fraser Valley and am in need of volunteer hours and 
experience, Tabor Village is the perfect place for me. 
Volunteering at Tabor Village has been a very memorable 
experience and has led to many new relationships as 
well as a job as a summer student. With more time to 
spend with the residents, this position has given me 
the opportunity to make a stronger impact on the lives 
of the residents and their time spent in the home. 
Our days consist of in depth conversations and 
discussion about the world as well as a men’s group 
that gives us the opportunity to laugh, to be in each 
other’s company, and to be creative and start new 
projects like making kites, painting or simply just going 
for a cup of coffee. 
As a summer student, I am able to spend more time 
with the residents, building stronger relationships and 
having a more meaningful connection. I am no longer 
just a visitor in their home, but a member of this family.
Written by Sharon Kaila 
Student University of Fraser Valley/ Tabor Village Volunteer


