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#Skydive4SeniorsCare
Yes, you read that right - our friends 
Henrietta (Etta) Hellyer, 90, and Henry 
Martens, 95, are soaring to new heights 
this June to help raise funds to build a 
new Complex Care building for Tabor. 
Not only are these two taking that leap 
of faith, but so are their families – 4 
generations to be exact on both Etta 
and Henry’s sides. Talk about dedication 
to the cause! 
Etta and Henry support the cause of 
caring for seniors and have both had 
family members who lived at Tabor 
Village, which explains why they are 
willing to jump out of an airplane! 
Follow their journey on social media 
(#Skydive4SeniorsCare) and stay 
tuned for more info on these brave 
and generous champions of the cause. 
Help support Henry and Etta’s cause by 
donating to the Capital Campaign and 
noting it is on behalf of Henry and Etta’s 
skydive. 
www.taborvillage.org

Seniors Skydiving 
for Tabor Village!
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Henrietta (Etta) Hellyer, 90  
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Friends & fellow skydivers for the cause



ANNUAL PRAYER BREAKFAST
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Volunteer with Tabor Today!

 
Vijay Manuel and Family Share  
Intergenerational Perspective 
on Seniors Care at Annual Event.
Tabor Village recently hosted the 
Annual Prayer Breakfast, bringing 
together Christian leaders in the 
community who value seniors ‘Care 
from the Heart’. These leaders had 
the pleasure of hearing from Vijay Manuel (Head 
of MEI Schools), along with his father, Rev. David 
Manuel (South Abbotsford Church), and son 
Misha Manuel (student at MEI). 
“There are societies where seniors are very valued 
and I hope we’re one of those societies. They have 
so much wisdom to share.” – Vijay Manuel 
Attendees left encouraged and inspired by  

 the words of wisdom shared from these three 
gentlemen. The key theme throughout each 
speaker was clear and simple: Honour your 
parents and grandparents. 
Executive Director Dan Levitt also shared about 
Tabor Village’s plans for the future: “When the 
new Tabor becomes a reality, it will be because of 
the efforts of multiple generations.” 

Three generations of the Manuel family. 
L to R: Misha Manuel, Vijay Manuel (Head of MEI), Rev. David Manuel
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“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life 
by what we give.” – Winston Churchill  
We couldn’t do what we do without the many volunteers  who 
contribute to life at Tabor Village and we want to show them 
the same care that they show our residents, which is why 
we are pleased to introduce our new Volunteer Coordinator, 
Carley Rempel. Carley is passionate about helping others 
and she’s working hard to gather a team of more than 800 
volunteers to positively impact the lives of those who call 
Tabor Village home. 
“My hope is no resident will feel lonely. Volunteers make a 
huge impact on the residents’ emotional health. Volunteering 
at Tabor Village is so special because of the bonds and 
relationships that are formed and the difference one person 
can make in another person’s life. I’m excited to bring in many 
more volunteers to Tabor.” – Carley Rempel 
If you’d like to be part of our village of volunteers, reach 
out to Carley by phone at 604-859-8715 ext. 119 or at  
volunteerservices@taborvillage.org to get started today.



The Capital Campaign team has raised $4.3 million 
towards our goal of $11 million needed to continue 
‘Care from the Heart’ with a new Centre for Living!
It’s been 60 years since inception and Tabor Village 
has grown to encompass a larger village of care 
that serves the community and beyond! Moving 
into the next 60 years of care will see Tabor Village 
transforming buildings and the care model to reflect 
the changing aging journey of seniors today.
Tabor Village is so grateful for the community  rallying 
with financial support and helping to continue the 
legacy of Christian ‘Care from the Heart’. 

It takes a village to make a difference, finances 
to build a HOUSE, and ‘Care from the Heart’ to 
make it a HOME!
Be part of the next 60 years of Tabor, providing a 
home for those who need it! Call 604.859.8715 ext. 
147 or email communications@taborvillage.org to 
learn more and get involved. We are grateful for 
your support. 

Andrea Critchley
Capital Campaign Manager 

“The Best Is Yet To Be”: A Legacy Celebration
Reverend, husband, father, 
friend, author, conversationalist 
– these are just a few words 
that come to mind when 
remembering Reverend Werner 
(Vern) Heidebrecht.
Pastor Vern and Carol, his high 
school sweetheart and wife of 
56 years, pastored at Northview 
Community Church for 24 years. 
Northview grew considerably 
under their leadership, going from 
400 to nearly 2,000 members, 
becoming one of Canada’s largest 
evangelical congregations.
Pastor Vern was an avid writer 
and published three books, the 
last of which is titled “The Best Is 
Yet To Be”. After a 16-year battle 
with Parkinson’s Disease, Pastor 
Vern passed away peacefully 
in November at Valhaven Care 
Home, where he spent 4 years of 
his life. 
Carol Heidebrecht and family 

hope that Vern’s life and legacy 
inspire others to continue the work 
he loved, loving his community 
and touching people’s hearts 
for Christ. With that in mind, 
they are partnering with Tabor 
Village to remember him with the 
naming of the Chapel in Tabor’s 
new Complex Care building, to 
be built in the next three years. 
This Chapel will be a place of 
both celebration and comfort for 
residents, families and staff. 
Pastor Vern left a valuable legacy 
that should inspire us all to live 
in dedication and service to 
the Lord, just as he did. Join us 
in supporting the Heidebrecht 
family’s wishes and help make this 
Chapel a reality by making a gift 
in memory today. Your support, 
both prayerfully and financially, is 
appreciated.  Please contact us at 
604-859-2715 ext. 303 to make 
your contribution today.
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HOME FOR 60 YEARS!

Three generations of the Manuel family. 
L to R: Misha Manuel, Vijay Manuel (Head of MEI), Rev. David Manuel

Save the Date!
April 30th - Complimentary Wealth 
Management Seminar at Garden 
Park Tower
May 3rd - Vern Heidebrecht Legacy 
Celebration at Garden Park Tower
May 5th - Complimentary Wealth 
Management Seminar at Garden 
Park Tower
June 8th – #Skydive4SeniorsCare 
Oct. 5th – 60th Anniversary Gala
Dec. 8th – Brian Doerksen Concert 
at First Ave Church in Chilliwack 
For more details or to register for 
any of these events, please call us! 
604-859-8715 ext. 452
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Easter is never late!

www.campaign.taborvillage.org
communications@taborvillage.org

604-859-8715 ext. 186 (Campaign Office)
Cheques Payable to: Tabor Village

31944 Sunrise Crescent
Abbotsford, BC V2T 1N5

Pastor Ray Harris, Spiritual Care Coordinator
I was in a conversation the other day and I said, “Easter is late this year, it falls on April 
21. Some years it arrives as early as mid-March.”As we talked further, we reflected on the 
possibility of Easter “being late.” Surely it arrives at just the right time! The date is determined 
by the first full moon after the March equinox. It relates to the observance of Passover, and 
affects other dates like Palm Sunday and Good Friday. It is significant that the celebration of 
the resurrection keeps in close step with the observance of Passover.
The book of Ecclesiastes says, “Everything is beautiful in its own time.” When things come 
together in a perfect way, we feel deep contentment.
So – can Easter ever be late?
The apostle Paul says in Romans 5:6, “You see, at just the right time, when we were still  
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.” At just the right time. The death and resurrection of 
Jesus was at just the right time. Easter is never late.

It Takes a Village! 
We are excited to announce the 
new ‘Giving Hearts Program,’ 
also known as the monthly giving 
program. Monthly giving is an easy 
and convenient way to make a 
significant impact towards the new 
Complex Care building.  By giving 
smaller amounts over a longer 
period, you can give to a project 
that supports your values and 
your budget. Monthly gifts can be 
increased or decreased any time. 
By joining the Giving Hearts 
Program, you’ll have the 
opportunity to receive monthly 
email updates and our quarterly 
newsletter. We’ll even send you 
special invitations to major events 
like our 60th Anniversary Gala 
coming up this fall. Giving is easy 
and personalized. All gifts will 
receive a tax receipt.  

For More Information

Tabor Team Spotlight: 
Meet Dixie McConochie

 
In 2015, Tabor Village added 
Valhaven Care Home to the 
group of campuses, located 
in a pastoral setting in the 
Mt. Lehman area, near 
Downes Road. Valhaven 
operates under the same 
high standards and values as 
the rest of Tabor – with ‘Care 
from the Heart’. To help you 
get to know Valhaven a little 
better, we want to introduce you to some of our 
team here. 
Dixie McConochie is a Cook for Valhaven and has 
been part of the team for 22 years! She’s a master 
at what she does and her favourite pastime is 
baking bread, for which everyone is very thankful! 
As Dixie says, “the aroma wafts through the facility 
and invokes happy memories of home for our 
residents. It’s important to me that our residents 
come away from any interaction with a feeling that 
kindness was shown to them.” 
This is Tabor. This is our village. This is true ‘Care from 
the Heart’. Dixie exemplifies why the Tabor Village 
team is exceptional and so very appreciated. The 
love, care, and respect that is shown to residents 
is invaluable. Thank you, Dixie, for all that you do 
for Tabor!


